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Pisani, who made us an impassioned speech on the
best French lines.
We marched for Deraa before dawn on the morn-
ing of the 28th and reached it at about ten o'clock,
to find General Barrow installed in the railway sta-
tion, Sherif Nasir and Lawrence in the town, and a
certain liveliness between the allied forces. The
General had entered Deraa to find it in an appalling
state owing to the excesses of the Bedouin. Until
the Sherifian detachment arrived, there was no
sign of any organised Arab force, and he naturally
hesitated to leave at the mercy of what he re-
garded as a pack of ragamuffins a town which had
been evacuated by the Turks as a result of his own
advance. Lawrence had adopted with him what I
am told was his usual attitude towards British
Generals, a mixture of schoolboy cheek with an
assumption of omniscience and of being in General
Allenby's confidence which Barrow found extremely
trying. Even when our comparatively orderly
force appeared, he was inclined to be a little con-
temptuous at first, and I have no doubt that we pre-
sented an odd spectacle to eyes accustomed to
British and Indian units. This soon passed off,
though, and he and his staff were hospitality itself to
the rather dishevelled group of British officers.
I was satisfied now that my job was done. From
a military point of view the Hejaz operations were
over, and the Arab force had only a political exist-
ence. I knew nothing about Arab policy in Syria,
and felt that I could be of little use if I stayed with
the detachment. On the other hand, my experience
with local resources • in Mesopotamia might well
prove useful to the British forces* The cavalry were
advancing at the rate of thirty miles a day, and it

